
BASKETBALL DEVOTIONS FOR THE AUGSBURG COLLEGE CHURCH YOUTH LEAGUE 
WEEK ONE:  ;  PASTOR DAVE WOLD, AUGSBURG COLLEGE PASTOR 
 

 
THOUGHTS ON ‘TENDING TO BUSINESS BY TENDING TO ONE’S OWN BUSINESS’ 
 
Stephen Covey writes about a woman, waiting at the airport, who bought a bag of cookies.  Engrossed in 
reading her book, she noticed that the man sitting beside her was grabbing cookies from the bag that 
was placed between the two.  Trying to ignore his taking the cookies, she kept munching and watching 
the clock.  As time progressed, she became more and more irritated.  With each cookie she took, he 
took one too.  When there was only one left, she wondered what he would do.  With a smile on his face, 
he took the last cookie and broke it in half.  He offered her half as he ate the other half.  She quickly 
snatched it from him thinking that this fellow not only had a lot of nerve, but was also rude. He did not 
even show signs of gratitude.  When the time had come to board her plane, she gathered her belongings 
and felt a great sense of relief to get away from this fellow who had taken the cookies.  When she 
boarded the plane, she reached into her bag to get her book and gasped when she came upon her bag 
of cookies.  She realized that if her cookies had not been opened, the other bag was his and he was 
obviously trying to share with her.  She realized that she had actually been the rude one and the thief.  It 
was a lesson to her about tending to one’s own business and not being affected by what one thinks 
about the actions of others around them. 
 
My father would often say, “To err is human.  To blame it on someone else is even more human.”  One 
of the great things about playing on a team is to experience how everyone puts their strengths and gifts 
together.  By tending to our own business as others on the team are tending to their own business, we 
have the opportunity to create something good, whether we win or lose. 
 
We trust that we all can play today remembering the words of I Chronicles 28:20:  “Be strong and of 
good courage.  Do not fear nor be dismayed, for the Lord God will be with you.”  Also remember the 
words from Second Timothy 1:7, “For the Spirit that God has given us does not make us timid; instead, 
His Spirit fills us with power, love and self control.” 
 
 
Prayer:   
Gracious and Loving God, we thank you for the opportunity to be on this team.  Allow each of us to 
focus on tending to our own business so that we might discover the best of sport and the best of team 
this day.   In your Holy Name we pray.   Amen  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BASKETBALL DEVOTIONS FOR THE AUGSBURG COLLEGE CHURCH YOUTH LEAGUE 
WEEK  TWO;  ; PASTOR DAVE WOLD, AUGSBURG COLLEGE PASTOR 
 

THOUGHTS ON ‘FLYING LIKE AN EAGLE’ 
 
A fable is told about an eagle who thought he was a chicken.  When he was very small, he fell from the 
safety of his nest.  A chicken farmer found the eagle, brought him to the farm and raised him in a 
chicken coop among his many chickens.  The eagle grew up doing what chickens do, living like a chicken, 
and believing he was a chicken.  A naturalist heard about this eagle acting like a chicken and paid a visit 
to the farm.  The farmer explained to the naturalist that this bird was no longer an eagle because he 
believed he was a chicken. 
 
The naturalist felt otherwise, knowing that he was born an eagle, had the heart of an eagle, and nothing 
could change that.  He lifted the eagle to a fence and said, “Stretch forth your wings and fly”. Moving 
only slightly, he looked down at the other chickens in the coop and jumped in with them where he felt 
comfortable.  The farmer said, “I told you he was a chicken”.   The naturalist returned the next day and 
took the eagle to the top of the farmhouse.  Holding him in his arms, he told the eagle, “You belong to 
the sky and not to the earth.  Stretch your wings and fly.” The bird then jumped from the man’s arms 
onto the roof of the farmhouse.  The farmer again said, “I told you he was a chicken.” 
 
The naturalist returned the next day and asked the farmer to let him try one more time.  This time the 
naturalist took the bird and the farmer some distance away to the foot of the mountain.  They could not 
see the farm nor the chicken coop from this new setting.  The man held the eagle on his arm and 
pointed high into the sky where the bright sun was beckoning above.  He said, “Eagle, you are an eagle! 
You belong to the sky and not to the earth. Stretch forth your wings and fly.”  This time the eagle stared 
skyward into the bright sun and slightly stretched his wings.  His wings moved slowly and he began to 
fall.  Then the bird slowly managed to extend his wings until they were fully extended.  The eagle slowly 
started to move his huge wings and surely and powerfully was flying at an amazing speed as high as the 
mountain and began climbing until he disappeared on the horizon with the mighty screech of an eagle. 
 
An eagle does not know what they can do until they fully extend their wings and discover what it is to 
start climbing into the sky.  Consider the words from the hymn, ‘On Eagle’s Wings’, based on Psalm 
91:    “And He will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, and make you to 
shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of His hand.” 
 
May we all play today knowing that God can ‘raise you up’ to the highest levels of participation, of 
language, of respect as you give honor and glory to God, our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. 
 
Prayer:    Gracious and Loving God , we ask that you would allow us to play the game today with our 
wings fully extended in every way and reach the highest level of participation, giving honor to you and 
showing fairness to one another.   In Your Holy Name we pray.  Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BASKETBALL DEVOTIONS FOR THE AUGSBURG COLLEGE CHURCH YOUTH LEAGUE: 
WEEK THREE:  ;  PASTOR DAVE WOLD, AUGSBURG COLLEGE PASTOR 
 

THOUGHTS ON ‘STRETCHING YOUR WINGS’ 
 
 
In the previous devotion, we talked about the eagle who thought he was a chicken.  After a couple of 
attempts to challenge the bird to fly, he finally discovered how to stretch his wings and start climbing.   
An eagle can also sense when a storm is approaching.  When this happens, the eagle will fly to some 
high spot and wait for the winds to come.  When the storm hits, it sets its wings so that the wind will 
pick it up and lift it above the storm.  When the storm rages, the eagle can soar above it.  The eagle does 
not escape the storm.  It simply uses the storm to lift it higher.  It rises on the winds that bring the 
storm. 
 
When someone thinks that they have stretched their wings enough because they seem to have reached 
their limits, they might consider how Sam Robson ‘looked within himself’ and ‘stretched his wings’.  
After running his first marathon in London, he ran home 99 miles as a fund raiser for the United 
Kingdom Epilepsy Society.  He has suffered from this condition since he was a teenager.  
 
William Faulkner said that people need trouble in their lives—a little frustration to sharpen the spirit on, 
toughen it.  He said it doesn’t mean you need to live in a rat hole or gutter, but you have to learn 
fortitude and endurance.  Only vegetables are happy! 
 
“Be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in 
vain in the Lord.”  I Corinthians 15:58 
 
Prayer:   Gracious and Loving God, we ask that today we might discover some things within ourselves 
by stretching our wings to help our team  and to glorify You.   In Your Holy Name we pray.  Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BASKETBALL DEVOTIONS FOR THE AUGSBURG COLLEGE CHURCH LEAGUE 
WEEK FOUR:  ;   PASTOR DAVE WOLD, AUGSBURG COLLEGE PASTOR 
 

THOUGHTS ON ‘KEEPING ON PADDLING’ 
 
The story is told of two frogs, one fat and one skinny.  One day, while searching for food, they 
inadvertently jumped into a vat of milk.  They could not get out because of the sides being so 
slippery so they just resorted to swimming around.  After a while, the fat frog decided to give 
up paddling because he knew that he was going to drown eventually.   The skinny frog kept on 
paddling thinking that somebody would eventually find them.  The result was that the fat frog 
soon drowned in the milk.  The skinny frog, by paddling for a number of hours,  felt something 
solid beneath his feet.  He had churned the milk into butter and he hopped out of the vat. 
 
Frustration can often be a diversion from getting to the task at hand.  One can often explain 
away such a situation with an excuse.  Benjamin Franklin said that people who are very good 
at making excuses are rarely good at anything else.  The choice of the fat frog was to use the 
excuse that the sides of the container were slippery and that no one was going to come.  That 
game him license to stop paddling and thus stop churning.  The skinny frog made no excuses 
and decided to keep paddling until something solid occurred and used the solid footing to 
make good things happen. 
 
Tony Dungy, the former coach of the Super Bowl Champion Indianapolis Colts, says that the 
reason he loves sport is because, in all likelihood, you won’t win every week.  The result is 
that the losses teach you to bounce back from adversity.  It is a matter of keeping on paddling 
until something solid occurs.  The Apostle Paul wrote that suffering produces endurance, 
endurance produces character, character produces hope and hope does not disappoint us, for 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit (Romans 5:3-5). 
 
Prayer: 
Gracious and Loving God, we ask that we be given the attitude of the skinny frog to keep on 
paddling.  Allow us to discover through and suffering and adversity how we might endure and 
develop a character that gives us Your Hope.  In Your Holy Name we pray.   Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
BASKETBALL DEVOTIONS FOR THE AUGSBURG COLLEGE CHURCH YOUTH LEAGUE 
WEEK FIVE:  ;   PASTOR DAVE WOLD, AUGSBURG COLLEGE PASTOR 
 
 

THOUGHTS ON ‘MAKING TODAY MATTER’ 
 
Ten  time national champion UCLA basketball coach John Wooden said that he always talked to his 
players about today.  It was the only day that mattered.  It has been said that watching a stonecutter 
gives perspective to a day.  The stonecutter hammers away at the rock sometimes hundreds of times 
without so much as a crack showing in it.  But at a blow that could have been after a hundred hits, it will 
split in two.  The important lesson is that it was not that last blow that did it, but all that had gone 
before it. 
 
Athletic contests are often said to consist of many inches.  In team sports,  it is a matter putting the 
inches of every player together.  The best of teams will have a team member willing to give their inches 
but also go the inches with another team member.  You will see a player who will sacrifice their own 
interests in some way for the sake of the team because they trust that another member would do they 
same.   
 
The Apostle Paul writes in Romans 12, “ So we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually 
members of one another.  Love one another with mutual affection…outdo one another in showing 
honor.  Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the  Lord.  Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, 
persevere in prayer…extend hospitality to strangers.” 
 
Prayer:   Gracious and Loving God, we ask that we might make today matter and make a difference in 
this day as we play this game.  We would ask that we would show the best of ourselves through  
hospitality, sacrifice, zeal, spirit, patience and perseverance.  In Your Holy Name we pray.  Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
BASKETBALL DEVOTIONS FOR THE AUGSBURG COLLEGE CHURCH YOUTH LEAGUE 
WEEK SIX:  ;   PASTOR DAVE WOLD, AUGSBURG COLLEGE PASTOR 
 
 

THOUGHTS FOR THE AUGGIES ON ‘PERSPECTIVE IN EACH OPPORTUNITY’ 
 
The words   OPPORTUNITY IS  N  O  W  H  E  R  E    could be read as OPPORTUNITY  IS  NO  WHERE or it 
could be read as OPPORTUNITY IS  NOW  HERE.  The reading all depends on one’s perspective. 
 
A Japanese General knew that in his group, he had only one soldier to the enemy’s ten.   He was, 
however, confident that he could win.  His soldiers, however, were full of fear.  He challenged these 
soldiers with the proposition that he would flip a coin.  If it would be heads, they would advance.  If it 
would be tails, they would retreat.  When he flipped the coin, it came up heads.  The next day, they 
entered the area and won the battle decisively, though greatly outnumbered.  After the battle, an aide 
asked the general if he could see the coin that led to this important victory.  Upon examination, the aide 
discovered that the coin had heads on both sides. 
 
Goethe said that if you treat an individual as he is, one will stay that way.  If, however, your treat that 
individual knowing what one could be, that person will become what they could be.  The general 
knew what his soldiers could be. 
 
It boils down to how you look at yourself and your gifts in relation to your teammates and their gifts 
with each opportunity you have in the practices and the games.  Jesus said: “The measure you give will 
be the measure you get, and still more will be given you.” (Mark 4:24) 
 
 
Prayer: 
Gracious and Loving God, thank you for giving us opportunities in playing on our team.  Allow us to 
see our potential and the potential in each one of our teammates.  Help us recognize that each one of 
us is one of Your children.  Give us vision and patience to give the best effort as a team with each 
opportunity you have given us.  In Your Holy Name we pray.   Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
BASKETBALL DEVOTIONS FOR THE AUGSBURG COLLEGE CHURCH YOUTH LEAGUE 
WEEK SEVEN:  ;   PASTOR DAVE WOLD, AUGSBURG COLLEGE PASTOR 
 

THOUGHTS FOR THE AUGGIES ON THE GIFT OF TIME 
 
When the young martial artist knelt before the master to receive his hard earned black belt, the 
pinnacle of achievement in his field, he was given one last test.  The test was simply the question, “What 
is the true meaning of the black belt?”  The young man answered, “It is the end of my journey, a well 
deserved reward for my hard work.”   The master waited for more, clearly not satisfied with the answer.  
He said, “You are not ready for the black belt.  Return in one year.”  A year later, the master was asked 
the same question again, “What is the true meaning of the black belt?”  He answered, “A symbol of 
distinction and the highest achievement in our art. “   After a long pause, the master responded, “You 
are still not ready for the black belt.  Return in one year.”   A year later the student returned and was 
asked the question again.  This time, the student answered, “The black belt represents the beginning, 
the start of a never ending journey of discipline, work and the pursuit of an ever higher standard.”  
The master said, “Yes, you are now ready to receive the black belt and begin your work.” 
 
In the movie the “Last Play’, the question was asked, “What would you do if you knew that this day 
would be your last day?  How would you live?  Play each play as if it was your final one on the field.” 
 
These two examples give us a sense of how we might view using time.  Time is a great gift to each and 
every one of us.  This morning, our bank credited our account with 86,400 seconds—no balance is 
carried into the next day.  Athletics teach us many things about using time.  We benefit from exercise, 
from relationships, from listening to coaches and teammates, from lessons learned from the 
competition and from so many other things.   In the 3rd chapter of Ecclesiastes, it is written that “there is 
a season and a time for every matter under heaven…a time to be born, a time to die;  a time to plant, 
and a time to pluck up what is planted; a time to mourn, and a time to dance;  a time to seek, and a 
time to lose;  a time to keep silence, and a time to speak.   Perhaps we can look at the gift of time in 
new ways in our game today.  Perhaps we can celebrate gifts and relationships because today we 
have been given the gift of time together as a team and also given the gift of a game to play. 
 
 
Prayer: 
Gracious and Loving God, we thank you for the gift of time, the 86,400 seconds each of us has been 
given today.  Allow us to use this time to glorify you by becoming a better teammate and a better 
person through the gift of sport.   In Your Holy Name we pray.   Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
BASKETBALL DEVOTIONS FOR THE AUGSBURG COLLEGE CHURCH YOUTH LEAGUE 
WEEK EIGHT:  ;   PASTOR DAVE WOLD 
 

THOUGHTS ON USING ONE’S TIME TO GIVE GLORY TO GOD 
 
Alfred Nobel invented dynamite and made a fortune from the invention.  He was shocked when he read 
an obituary in a newspaper reporting his death while he was still very much alive.  It read, ‘The merchant 
of death is dead.’  This prompted him to do something positive for the world with his wealth so he 
established the Nobel Prizes.  They are the most highly regarded international prizes for significant 
contributions in physics, chemistry, medicine, literature as well as world peace. 
 
Mr. Nobel realized that time was a great gift given to him as well as all of us, as mentioned in a previous 
devotion.  It was up to him how to use the 86,400 seconds he was given each day.  With his new 
perspective on life he decided to use every possible second for creating good in this world. 
 
There is a colorful mountaintop in California that has been transformed  by one woman.  She has  
planted 50,000 daffodil bulbs, one at a time since 1958.  This has resulted in an amazing display of every 
possible color that appear like rivers coming down the mountain.  Many who have seen this garden have 
been inspired to do similar things when they realized that the planting was done slowly and 
methodically. These people have realized that the spirit of countless people could be changed even if it 
might take the time and patience of the woman who planted the bulbs.   
 
An African proverb states, ‘One will not so much be remembered by the fruit you pick, but by the trees 
you plant.’   A familiar question is, “When is the best time to plant a tree?”  The answer is, “ten years 
ago.”  Then the question is asked, “When is the next best time?”   The answer is, “Today!!”  Think of 
the time given to you today and think of this day’s game as a great day to do some planting as you 
give Glory to God. 
 
 
Prayer:   
Gracious and Loving God, thank you for the 86,400 seconds given us today.  Allow us to look at this 
day, this game and this time together to do things positive to Your Glory.  We are bold to ask that in 
some small way we might change the world with our positive gifts and ‘plantings’.   In Your Holy Name 
we pray.   Amen 
 
 
 
  
 
 


